Dear fellow Rotarians,

First half of our Rotary year 2025-2026 just ended. It’s time to see what we achieved.  In this Newsletter you will read about donations of our clubs to different funds of The Rotary Foundation (TRF) and about new district- and global grant-funded projects. But first, some 

News from The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International

TRF reached several major milestones in 2024–25 that will expand our reach and increase our impact. Together, we raised more than $569 million (unaudited) in gifts and commitments, surpassing our ambitious $500 million goal. 

Donors strengthened our future by contributing to the Endowment resulting in net assets and commitments of $2.050 billion as of 30 June 2025, exceeding our $2.025 billion by 2025 campaign goal! This generosity ensures that we will keep Doing Good in the World for generations to come.

In 2024-25, The Rotary Foundation was able to:
- award
· 1,424 global grants, 
· 468 district grants,
· 74 disaster response grants, 
- renew our agreement with the Gates Foundation, recommitting to the fight to end polio,
- award the Programs of Scale grant to an initiative that works to build peace in Colombia,
- partner with Symbiosis International University to create a Rotary Peace Center in India.

Please see more detailed information in https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation

Donations of our Rotary clubs in July – December 2025
First 6 months were slow. Only 13 of our 67 Rotary clubs have donated to the Annual Fund – SHARE. Top 5 clubs by amount of donation in USD per member were:
[image: ]
The total amount donated to the Annual Fund – SHARE was $3,290. 
Thanks to the Polio Day, 24 October 2025, our clubs were more active in donations to PolioPlus Fund. The total donated amount from 35 clubs reached $20,570. Top 5 clubs by amount of donation in USD per member were:
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District Grants
By October 31, 2025, the District Rotary Foundation Committee had received only 3 district grant applications. All 3 projects were in line with District Grant Policy, and the total grant amount did not exceed the amount available for district grant projects, therefore the Committee supported with grants all 3 projects.
Project “Art Connects Generations” of Riga Astor RC (budget $2.384, grant amount $1,192)
This project aims to promote intergenerational connection and improve the well-being of elderly people living in nursing homes through the power of art and music. By engaging youth volunteers in creative activities, we seek to reduce loneliness among seniors, enhance their emotional health, and foster empathy and mutual understanding between generations. 
The project will include an art-based interaction program with young participants, featuring an online lecture about the role of art in emotional well-being, creative workshops, and a special concert designed for elderly audiences in Latvia. Through this initiative, we hope to enrich the cultural environment of nursing homes and create meaningful moments of joy and connection for both seniors and youth.
Project “Children are inspired by Jurmala!” of Jurmala RC (budget $6,288, grant amount $2,823)
The community integration initiative “Children Inspire Jurmala!” is being carried out in Jurmala for children with special needs. The project brings together 45 participants – 25 children aged 10–18 and 20 accompanying adults, including parents and social workers. The project aims to help children from Rezekne, Daugavpils and Jurmala explore the charm of Jurmala, participate in creative workshops, therapy sessions, and educational activities, and experience the city’s warm hospitality. For many participants, this will be their first visit to Jurmala, offering them opportunities to gain new experiences, learn, and create joyful memories. 
The final event will feature the presentation of certificates of participation and souvenirs, accompanied by live piano music performed by Daniila Mickevičus, a student of the Jazeps Vitols Latvian Academy of Music.
Project "Scholarship Support for talented young people studying at Riga region municipality schools” of Salaspils RC (budget $2,326, grant amount $1,163) 
Rotary Scholarship Support project includes:
· Finding / identification of talented young people studying in Riga region municipality schools who showed their excellence in music, art, sport activities or educational Olympiads. 
· Selection of potential candidates for the Scholarship Support will be done in cooperation with Riga region school management. 
· Scholarship Support will be given to talented young people who have successfully participated in the music competition, art competition, sports competition, or educational Olympiads in Latvia or worldwide.

Global Grants
Project “Wings of Hope” of Riga Hansa RC (D2405, Latvia) and Münster-Himmelreich RC (D1870, Germany), total budget $72,461; approved last February. The project has two main objectives.
First, provide activities to facilitate social integration and development of therapeutic skills for a community of mentally and physically disabled adults. 
Second, improve a livelihood of caregivers/family members of mentally disabled people. Their access to employment is limited because they must take care of their disabled family members.
The project approaches its final stage, and the final report will be submitted next month.
Project “Rehabilitation equipment for Chernihiv Hospital in Ukraine” of Lindesberg RC (D2335, Sweden) and Kyiv-Capital RC (D2232, Ukraine), total budget $32,900; approved in April 2025. The project foresees procurement of medical equipment for diagnostics and rehabilitation to provide specialized rehabilitation medical care to the population of the Chernihiv Central District of Chernihiv region territorial community and qualified rehabilitation care to victims, including war victims.
Our district participates in funding of this project with $3,000 of its District Designated Funds, DDF, together with 3 other Swedish Rotary districts.
Project “Develop the technical and pedagogical capacity in shelters and classrooms in ICHNYA LYCEUM” of Lindesberg RC (D2335, Sweden) and Kyiv-Capital RC (D2232, Ukraine), total budget $50,320; submitted for approval in January 2026. 
Our district participates in funding of this project with $5,000 of its DDF, together with 2 other Swedish and 1 USA Rotary district.
Project “Wetland on the island of Värmdö, in the archipelago of Stockholm, Sweden” of Värmdö Skärgård RC (D2405) and Godby RC (D1410, Åland Islands) is in preparation. Our district considers co-funding of this project with its DDF. 

Your voluntary donations to the Annual Fund – SHARE are the only source of district’s support for all above-mentioned district grants and global grants. Unfortunately, 27 of our clubs have so far not donated to any TRF funds. Please discuss your donation plans in all clubs , register your club’s goals in My Rotary and donate! If everyone donates even a little, we will accumulate a lot for life-changing Rotary projects!

I wish us all much more active second half of this Rotary year in sense of donations to TRF!
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Juris Jākobsons
District Rotary Foundation Chair
juris.jakobsons@gmail.com
Mob. +371 29236211




[image: Text

Description automatically generated]Newsletter
District 2405 Rotary Foundation Committee




January 2026	





	 Page 2 of 2



image2.emf
Motala von Platen 67.76              

Nybro Glasriket 53.17              

Mönsterås 45.24              

Norrköping Louis de Geer 36.33              

Trosa 31.56              


image3.jpeg




image1.emf
Riga Hansa 46.16              

Riga Astor 19.61              

Riga International 14.04              

Talsi 10.78              

Salaspils 7.75                 


image4.png
The

Rotary

Foundation




